Curative and protective activity in rabbits after reinfection with Schistosoma mansoni: a new model of immunity?
New Zealand rabbits were infected on day 1 and challenged on days 15, 30, and 60 with 1,000 Schistosoma mansoni cercariae/animal/infection. Challenged and control rabbits were perfused 60 days after each infection, corresponding to days 75, 90, and 120 after the first exposure. No decrease in number of adult schistosomes occurred in animals reinfected 15 days after primary infection, but, when the rabbits were challenged 30 and 60 days after the first infection, worm burden reduction of 61.4% and 92.6%, respectively, was observed as compared to infection controls. These data indicate that rabbits submitted to reinfection are able to kill the worms from their primary infection, besides being protected against challenge parasites.